Results and Discussion
Isolation and identification of the triterpenes from the triterpene (A) fractions of the seeds of Trichosanthes japonica, the pericarp of fruits and the aerial parts of Sechium edule was performed as described below.
Soxhlet extraction of the dried and ground seeds (500g) of T. japonica afforded a lipid (106g) from which was obtained an unsaponi- Table- Extraction with MeOH of the dried and ground aerial parts (1220g) of S. edule gave a lipid (93g) which on treatment with cold acetone gave an acetone soluble lipid (29g). Saponification of the lipid yielded an unsaponifiable lipid (1.37g) from which was obtained triterpene (A) fraction (34mg) by preparative TLC.
This was acetylated, and the resulted acetate fraction was shown by GLC to contain the components with RRT 1.43 (5%), 1.89 (4%), and 2.40 (88%), in addition to several other components (3%). Two triterpenes with RRT 1.43 and 1.89 were identi- 
